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POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

THE DIFFICULTIES OF ASCERTAINING ITS ACTUAL PREVALENCE AND 

DISTRIBUTION. 

The factors which operate against the obtaining of complete records 
of many diseases are illustrated by the following incident: Asst. 
Surg. Baughman was sent to investigate an alleged case of typhoid 
fever which had occurred about September 1, 1916, at the Port 
San Luis Obispo lighthouse station, on Point San Luis, Cal. The 
case had been in a girl aged 15 years and from the statements of 
the family and of the physician who had been in attendance it 
was concluded that the case was probably one of poliomyelitis and 
not of typhoid fever. If it was poliomyelitis, the question was, 
What was the source of infection? As the girl had been in the 
•habit of spending two or three days a week with her relatives in 
the neighboring village of Avila a brief investigation was made at 
that place. Inquiry as to whether there had been infantile paralysis 
in the village or vicinity was met by the statement that there had been 
none. When the question was asked, however, if there had been any 
children ill recently some one stated that a baby had been ill with 
some sort of fever, and that after the fever left the baby was unable 
to walk or use its legs. On visiting the home of this child informa- 
tion was obtained of a similar case in a neighboring family. The 
mother of the second child knew of a third one similarly affected, 
while in the village accounts of three other cases were obtained. It 
was also learned that a family with several small children had come 
to the village in the month of July and that one of the children had 
died while en route from somewhere in the east. This family was 
found and it was ascertained that on July 5 they had left New York 
City, where they had lived in a neighborhood in which there had 
been cases of poliomyelitis. Two or three days after leaving New 
York one of the children, aged 4 years, became suddenly ill with high 
fever and paralysis. The child did not recover. After its death the 
rest of the family proceeded to Avila. It was after the arrival of 
this family that the cases developed in Avila. 
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